Th.M. Oral Examination : Grading Rubric

Student's Name:       
Grader's Name:      
Date:      
	Element
	Score
	4. Outstanding
	3. Very Good
	2. Acceptable 
	1. Not Acceptable

	Thesis Defense
1.  Summary of Research

	     
	exceptionally clear and concise summary of the research, and an excellent analysis of its primary achievements and implications
	clear and concise summary of the research and a helpful summary of its achievements and implications
	competent summary of the research with some comment regarding its achievements and implications; may be unclear and/or overly lengthy in places 
	fails to summarize adequately the research and/or makes no comment regarding its primary achievements and implications

	2.  Understanding of Research


	     
	demonstrates mastery of the research and its relationship to the relevant discipline(s)
	demonstrates a solid grasp of the research and its relationship to the relevant discipline(s); may manifest some weaknesses on minor points
	demonstrates a competent grasp of the research and its relationship to the relevant discipline(s); manifests significant weaknesses on minor points
	fails to demonstrate adequate knowledge of the research and  its relationship to the relevant discipline(s); manifests significant weaknesses on vital points

	2.  Defense of Research


	     
	masterfully defends research by providing clear and insightful answers to questions
	ably defends research by providing very helpful answers to questions; may occasionally manifest need for further reflection on minor points
	competently defends research; answers questions, but often with little insight; frequently shows a need for deeper reflection on minor points
	does not adequately defend research; does not answer key questions; frequently shows a need for deeper reflection on vital points

	Course Evaluation

1. Understanding of Course Material

	     
	demonstrates mastery of course material through clear and insightful answers to key question
	demonstrates a very solid grasp of course material; manifest occasional weakness on minor points
	adequately understands course material; manifests frequent weaknesses on minor points
	fails to demonstrate an adequate grasp of course material; frequently displays a lack of understanding on vital points

	2.  Competence with Standard Methodologies

	     
	demonstrates mastery of standard methodologies and the implications of recent developments
	demonstrates a very solid grasp of standard methodologies
	demonstrates competence with standard methodologies; manifests some theoretical and/or practical weaknesses
	manifests incompetence in understanding the theory and/or practice of standard methodologies

	3.  Awareness of Academic and Ministerial Implications

	     
	provides creative and insightful comments on academic and/or ministerial implications of coursework
	clearly recognizes important academic and/or ministerial implications of coursework
	recognizes some implications of coursework; but occasionally fails to see implications 
	fails to understand the academic and/or ministerial implications of coursework

	Final Score

	     
	Comments:      



Final awards will be based on the consensus of the examining committee and granted as follows: "pass with distinction" will be awarded to examinations scored at 3.5 or higher; "pass" will be given for scores 2.0 – 3.5, as long as the student does not receive a 1 in any category ; "pass with qualification" will be given to any examination that receives a 1 in any category; "fail" will be given to any examination that receives a 1 in at least three categories. 
