Th.M. Oral Examination Overview
After completion of the research project(s), during the last semester of matriculation, students will take an oral comprehensive examination over their major courses in the Th.M. program. In addition, students will be examined with reference to their research project. The questions shall be limited to the substance of the thesis or guided research project(s), clarification of positions taken, and an analysis of the basic knowledge of the subject area.

The examination itself takes about two hours. In the first hour, we will focus on your research project(s). The intent here is to determine (1) whether you can clearly and concisely articulate the basic argument of your research and its significance and (2) how effectively you can defend the argument of your research in response to questions/challenges. To prepare for this portion of the examination, I would suggest that you do three things. First, be prepared to provide a five minute oral summary of your research (i.e., do not read a pre-prepared summary). In this summary, you will want to include your main thesis statement or primary research question and the major points utilized in arguing that thesis statement and/or answering the research question. Second, be able to explain why you think that your research was important (i.e., what is its significance for the church, for further research, for you personally, etc.). Third, reflect back over some of the questions/comments that your readers made on earlier drafts of your papers. These are likely to be the same kinds of questions that will come up in the examination as your readers seek to determine whether you have thought clearly through the concerns that they raised earlier in the process.

 

The second hour of the examination will focus on your coursework. After you have notified the Th.M. director of your desire to schedule an oral examination, the Th.M. director will select up to five courses to be the focus of the examination. Please realize that the course examination is an important part of assessing your qualification for receiving the Th.M. degree and you will need to prepare carefully for this part of the examination. There are no hard-and-fast guidelines for preparation and the examiners can ask about anything that was covered in any of the courses scheduled for the examination. Normally, though, examiners will focus on the most significant points from a given course. My suggestion would be to look back over any course notes or required readings from these courses and re-familiarize yourself with the primary arguments/ideas of each course. Then be preprared to articulate your understanding of why those are important and what your position is with respect to each. Pay special attention to anything that is particular to your examiners (i.e., his/her understanding of the basic argument of a biblical book or the best approach to a theological issue). Feel free to contact your professors if you have any questions about preparing for specific courses. 

 

Once the examination is complete, you will be asked to leave the room while your examiners discuss the examination. You will then be recalled and informed of the results of your examination. Students will receive one of the following grades:

· Pass with distinction, which indicates that the student demonstrated superior knowledge of the course content and persuasively defended the thesis or product

· Pass, which indicates that the student did a credible job in discussion of the course content and in defense of the thesis or product

· Pass with qualification, which indicates that some inadequacies were detected either in one portion of the exam or in both (in this case, the examining committee will assign remedial work for the student to complete; this may consist of additional reading, another revision of the thesis or product, etc.)

· Fail, which indicates that the student did an inadequate job on this portion of the Th.M. program. Failure to pass the comprehensive examination may necessitate postponement of graduation for a minimum of one semester. A subsequent retake may be scheduled at a time mutually convenient to the administration and the student, but after the beginning of the following semester. Only one retake is permitted. Failure in the second examination will terminate the program.

Please realize that "pass with qualification" is a commonly awarded grade, which simply identifies some areas in which the student needs to sharpen and/or refresh his or her understanding of certain issues. This grade does not in any way suggest that the student has failed the examination. 

You may bring to the examination a copy of your research project(s) and a Bible. You may not bring/use any other material. You may bring a laptop if you would like to have access to a Bible program, but you may not use any other material on the laptop. 
If you have any questions about how the oral examination will work or how you should prepare for it, please do not hesitate to contact the program director. 
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