Th.M. Thesis and Guided Research Grading Rubric

Student's Name:       
Grader's Name:      
Date:       
Title of Research Project:      
	Element
	Score (1-4)
	4. Outstanding
	3. Very Good
	2. Acceptable 
	1. Not Acceptable

	Presentation
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	is extremely well written with very few spelling or grammatical mistakes 
	is well written with few spelling or grammatical mistakes. 
	is adequately written with occasional spelling or grammatical mistakes
	 is poorly written with frequently spelling and grammatical mistakes

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	makes its argument concisely with little repetition or unnecessary material
	makes its argument concisely with some repetition or inclusion of unnecessary material
	makes its argument within the stipulated parameters, but occasionally includes repetitious or unnecessary material
	does not make its argument within the stipulated parameters and frequently includes repetitious or unnecessary material

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	is very well organized and connects components in a seamless way
	is well organized and components are connected in an understandable way
	displays an organizational structure, but connections between some elements are unclear
	has little or no discernible  organizational structure

	Argumentation
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	asks new questions or addresses an important question or problem
	addresses a  question/problem of some significance
	addresses an identifiable question/problem, but one that displays little originality or creativity
	fails to state clearly the question/problem

	
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	indicates the importance of the study in a way that convinces the reader of its significance
	clearly indicates why the study is important
	makes some attempt to demonstrate its importance
	fails also to convince the reader of its importance

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	synthetically interacts with multiple disciplines throughout its argument
	engages other disciplines in meaningful dialogue when necessary
	identifies areas in which its research has interdisciplinary significance
	does not engage other disciplines in any way

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	exhibits mature, independent thinking that is focused, logical, rigorous, and sustained 
	exhibits clear, coherent, and often creative thinking 
	exhibits competent thinking that is normally logical and coherent, though with some weaknesses
	displays significant incoherence in its thinking and arguments


	Research
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	is thoroughly researched with rich data from multiple sources
	is very well researched with data from multiple sources 
	is well researched and adequately addresses the most important sources of data
	is poorly researched and fails to deal with important sources of data

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	analysis of data demonstrates mastery of a very large amount complicated material; analysis is comprehensive, sophisticated, and convincing
	analysis of data demonstrates a solid understanding; analysis is thorough and well-executed
	analysis of data demonstrates adequate understanding of its subject matter; analysis is competent, but occasionally unsophisticated, and sometimes fails to interact critically with data
	analysis frequently displays a failure to understand its subject matter; analysis is shallow and/or unfair to the data under consideration

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	demonstrates impressive command of relevant methodologies and/or develops new tools, methods, approaches, or types of analyses
	demonstrates command of relevant methodologies; uses appropriate (standard) theory/ methods, and techniques
	demonstrates competence of relevant methodologies; uses basic theory/methods and techniques
	frequently demonstrates some incompetence with respect to relevant methodologies; does not use pertinent methods and techniques

	
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	research is always appropriately documented and footnotes are both clear and informative
	research is almost always appropriately documented and footnotes are usually both clear and informative
	research is normally appropriately documented, with some lapses; footnotes are adequate 
	research is frequently poorly documented; footnotes are lacking,  unclear, or uninformative

	Significance
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	results are highly original and have the potential to change the way people think about a given area of inquiry
	results contain at least some original ideas, insights, and/or observations


	results are interesting, though of limited originality 
	results are derivative, uninteresting, and unoriginal

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	results are of interest to people in multiple fields, raise important questions for further research, and/or have important implications for ministry
	results are of interest to others working in this field, raise some questions for further research, and/or have some implications for ministry.
	results are of interest to those with particular interests in this subject, but has limited value for further research and/or implications for ministry
	results are of little interest to others, has little value for further research, and/or implications for ministry

	 
	Select score:  FORMDROPDOWN 

	contains material that is publishable with minimal changes in top-tier journals
	contains material that is publishable with some work in standard journals
	contains material that is well written, but would take significant work to present for publication
	not publishable

	Final Grade
4.0 = A+

3.5 = A

3.0 = A-

2.5 = B+

2.0 = B

<2.0 = unacceptable
	Select grade:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Comments:      



